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Not indexed. Not illustrated. 1873 edition. Excerpt: .have been continually absent from such person for the space
of seven years then last past, and shall not have been known by such person to be living within that time, or
shall extend to any person who, at the time of such second marriage, shall have been divorced from the bond
of the first marriage, or to any person whose former marriage shall have been declared void by the sentence of
any court of competent jurisdiction. The present English statute is 2-1 25 Vict. c. 100, 57; but it diJers from this
statute of George in no essential particulars, the revisers having made merely some slight verbal changes. 582.
American Legislation.--In most, perhaps all, of the United States, there are statutes, varying more or less from
each other and from the English statutes, but substantially in accordance with the present amended English
enactments. Some of the American statutory forms will more particularly appear as we proceed. e 583.
Construction and Efect of the Statutes: -- Divorce. --As already intimated, the divorce which would free one
from the penalties of the statute of James includes as well the divorce from bed and board as from the bond of
matrimony, notwithstanding, observes Hawkins, there be not the word divortiamus, but only the word
separamus, in the sentence; because the statute, being penal, shall be construed favorably, and such
separations are taken for divorces in common understanding. 1 But there are not many modern statutes,
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