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Not indexed. Not illustrated. 1740 edition. Excerpt: . t j work of Reformation; it is likewise evident enough, that
this cannot be attained to without Catechising and Teaching the People to read. General Discourses from the
Pulpit, Execution of penal Laws, and the like Methods, will signify little, as long as the Minds of Men are not
prepared, by proper Instructions, to receive just Ideas of the Truth and Principles of our Holy Religion, with as
much of the Power and Impressions of it as, by Divine Grace, may be fastened upon them; without which there
can be no solid Piety. Serious Men in the Ministry have experienced, and complained much of ity that without
Catechising (which is not very practicable, while the People cannot read) Preaching is in a manner lost and
thrown away upon them; which I could exemplify (if You can excuse it, Sir) from what was related to me some
time ago by a Clergyman of considerable Note, and more than common Diligence in his Function. He told me,
he had studied to frame his Sermons for several Years in the plainest Language he was able; and being called to
a sick Man, of good Sense in his Business, who desired to receive the Sacrament, and expressed great Hopes of
his own Salvation, and blessed God, that he had been to hear the best Sermons twice every Sunday for many
Years together, the Clergyman asked him, upon this Occasion, some easy Questions; as particularly, what the
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