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Forgotten Books, United States, 2015. Paperback. Book Condition: New. 229 x 152 mm. Language: English .
Brand New Book ***** Print on Demand *****.Excerpt from Extracts From Livy, Vol. 1 The series of which this
little volume forms the first instalment is meant to illustrate the principal features of Rome s external history,
and of Livy s manner of dealing with it. The Caudine Disaster, Hannibal s Campaign in Italy, and the Roman
Subjugation of Macedonia, are typical events in the three periods of the history of the Roman republic - the
struggle for dominion over Italy, for dominion over the Western Seas, for dominion over the civilised world.
Papirius, Hannibal, and Aemilius are characters worth studying. And though as treated by Livy it cannot be
denied that there is a certain sameness in the rhetorical manner in which they all express their views, this is not
a fault of style so much as of the age in which he lived. We can easily excuse where we are so deeply interested.
Livy s narrative, glowing with all the colours of fancy, can no more deceive us into mistaking it for a page of
history, than we could mistake Henry V in Shakespeare for Henry V in Holinshed. In writing, his main object is to
be effective. He shows causes only so far as they help to give colour to a deduction which he has already drawn
in his own mind, and chooses his facts only as materials for eloquence. If we want to find the philosophy of
history as conceived by Livy, we must look in the discourses. The bitter regrets expressed by the conquered
nations, as they felt the yoke contain our historian s views as to why they were conquered; the exhortations of
the generals as they led...
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