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Print on Demand *****.Preface Imagine waking up at 2 o clock
in the morning by a violent rumbling that causes ceilings to
fall, furniture to topple over, and windows to break. Your home
is crumbling, it is dark, and by the time you realize what is
going on the shaking stops. You quickly determine that your
family members are okay, but you also realize your power is
out, all the windows are broken, and there is substantial
damage to your home possibly making it unsafe to remain
inside. The temperature outside is in the 20s, there is a heavy
snow on the ground, and the flu season is at its peak with two
of your family members affected. Unfortunately your family is
one of thousands in a similar circumstance and the response
to your needs may not be immediate, if at all. Could an
earthquake like this happen unannounced? It did in the Central
United States during the great New Madrid earthquake of 1811-
12. A resident of New Madrid, Missouri writes (Martin, 1848 ): On
the 16th of December 1811, about...
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