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The Long Riders' Guild Press. Paperback. Book Condition: New. Paperback. 308 pages. Dimensions: 7.9in. x 4.9in.
x 0.9in.The world was rumbling with discontent in 1934. Fascism was on the march and Japan was making a
military land grab against a weakened Chinese empire. Nobody with any common sense went wandering
around South East Asia alone unless they were looking for trouble. Which is exactly what young Leonard Clark
(1908 1957), one of the greatest adventure travel writers of the early 20th century, thrived on. Clarks later life
included leading a mounted group of guerrillas into Tibet and organizing a spy ring against the Japanese
Imperial army, before he eventually died in a Venezuelan jungle looking for diamonds. But this some-time
aviator, full-time risk-taker, got his start in the jungles and battle fields of 1930s Asia. And while his later travel
accounts are better known, A Wanderer Till I Die is the book that sets the pace for Clarks event-filled life. Though
only twenty-six when the story opens, hes already armed with a keen eye, a sense of humour, no regrets and his
trusty Colt 45 pistol. Clark delights in telling his readers how he outsmarts warlords, avoids executioners,
gambles with renegades and hangs out with an up and coming Communist leader named Mao Tse Tung. In a
world with lax passport control, no airlines, and few rules, the young man from San Francisco floats eEortlessly
from one adventure to the next. When hes not drinking whiskey at the RaEles Hotel or listening to the St. Louis
Blues on the phonograph in the jungle, hes searching for Malaysian treasure, being captured by Toradja head-
hunters, interrogated by Japanese intelligence oEicers and lured into shady deals by European gun-runners.
But he always comes out smiling, if still broke. For thats the charm of...
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