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University of Virginia Press. Paperback. Book Condition: New.
Paperback. 200 pages. Dimensions: 8.9in. x 5.9in. x 0.7in.With the
Commonwealth of Virginias Public Park Condemnation Act of
1928, the state surveyed for and acquired three thousand tracts
of land that would become Shenandoah National Park. The
Commonwealth condemned the homes of five hundred families
so that their land could be donated to the federal government
and placed under the auspices of the National Park Service.
Prompted by the condemnation of their land, the residents
began writing letters to National Park and other government
officials to negotiate their rights and to request various services,
property, and harvests. Typically represented in the popular
media as lawless, illiterate, and incompetent, these
mountaineers prove themselves otherwise in this poignant
collection of letters. The history told by the residents themselves
both adds to and counters the story that is generally accepted
about them. These letters are housed in the Shenandoah
National Park archives in Luray, Virginia, which was opened
briefly to the public from 2000 to 2002, but then closed due to
lack of funding. This selection of roughly 150 of these letters, in
their entirety, makes these documents available again not only
to the public...
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R eviews

This book will never be easy to start on reading but quite exciting to see. It is actually rally intriguing throgh looking at
period of time. Your daily life span will be convert once you total looking over this book.
-- Tor r a nce V a nder vor t        

Good electronic book and valuable one. It is one of the most incredible publication we have read through. It is
extremely difficult to leave it before concluding, once you begin to read the book.
-- Mr s. B r idg ette R a u MD         
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