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Forgotten Books, United States, 2016. Paperback. Book Condition: New. 229 x 152 mm. Language: English .
Brand New Book ***** Print on Demand *****.Excerpt from A Dictionary of New Medical Terms: Including
Upwards of 38, 000 Words and Many Useful Tables, Being a Supplement to an Illustrated Dictionary of Medicine
Biology, and Allied Sciences, Nothing so well illustrates the astonishing vitality and progress of present-day
medical science as its unparalleled multiplication of new words. It is only ten years since I made what seemed
then a thorough gathering of such new coinages and incorporated them in the Illustrated Dictionary of
Medicine, Biology, and Allied Sciences. It seemed at that time as if, for the most part, the possible phasings and
discoveries of pathologic and physiologic conditions must have been made and designated with names. Since
then I have kept an eye - and through friends and helpers, many eyes - upon the busy minting still proceeding
unabated. That in a decade over 30,000 new terms should have been devised is almost incredible. It is doubtful if
any other science or object of study has ever shown such a phenomenon. Nomina si nescis perit cognitio rerum,
said Coke with the acumen of the legal mind, and it is generally true that the knowledge of things depends upon
the knowledge of their names. Discoveries of new facts, or new standpoints for viewing old facts, demand new
tags or nicking symbols whereby their status may be fixed and their recognition insured and made more clear
for distant or future students. Few philosophic and scientific minds may exhibit an aloofness and a freedom
from the tyranny of words to enable them to study things without the aid of words and namings. But nothing, it
is admitted, is more blundering in a personal sense, and...
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