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Sting Operation: Hearing Before the Committee on Post Office and Civil Service, House of Representatives, One
Hundred Third Congress, Second Session, February 28, 1994 The committee met, pursuant to call, at 9:57 a.m. in
the Jane MThompson Memorial Chambers of the Palm Beach County Government Center, 301 North Olive
Avenue, West Palm Beach, Fl, Hon. William L.Clay (chairman of the committee) presiding. Members present:
Representatives Clay and Hastings. Mr. Clay. The committee will come to order. Today, we will hear the
testimony of individuals who were victimized by a narcotics sting operation conducted by the postal inspectors
of the U.S. Postal Service. We will hear from a former postal inspector who warned management of the
problems in the West Palm Beach sting, and the public defender of 15 of the 19 victims of this sting. Early last
year, the committee learned of a narcotics sting operation conducted by the postal inspectors in Cleveland.
Convicted felons were placed on the workroom floors, as paid informants, who falsely accused 20 innocent
people of illegal drug involvement. They were falsely arrested, thrown in jail, and fired from their jobs. The
committee immediately began an investigation of the Inspection Service. Postal officials told this committee
that the Cleveland operation was an isolated incident caused by two renegade inspectors. Sadly though, the
committee has found similar occurrences in West Palm Beach, Los Angeles, Minneapolis, Boston, and Toledo.
West Palm Beach and Cleveland are the bookends of our investigation. First, we found the misuse of
confidential informants in narcotics operations by the Inspection Service in West Palm Beach. Nineteen
minority employees, were arrested and...
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