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Norfolk Museums Service, United Kingdom, 2007. Paperback. Book Condition: New. 297 x 210 mm. Language:
English . Brand New Book. A campaign to improve visitor and education facilities at Norwh cathedral involved
the construction of new buildings within the west and south ranges of the cloister, and led to excavation of the
area where the medieval refectory once stood. This revealed archaeological evidence of the Late Saxon,
medieval and post-medieval periods and forms the subject of this report. Excavation has confirmed the long-
held supposition that this area of Norwich was populated during the Late Saxon period. Timber buildings of
both post-hole and beam slot construction were present, along with rubbish pits, many very substantial in size.
A rutted trackway developed into a metalled road, its discovery adding to the ever-evolving street plan of Late
Saxon Norwich. It was also apparent that this area was subject to changes in the local water table, and liable to
flooding. Late Saxon occupation here was brought to a sudden halt by the acquisition of the land for the
building of the Norman cathedral in the latter years of the 11th century. The refectory, which has been
described as one of the most magnificent in Europe, was built during the 1120s but was largely demolished
during the years following the Dissolution. An extensive programme of groundworks was carried out in the 12th
century, prior to construction of the refectory, with the area being levelled. Unfortunately, later use of the area
has destroyed most of the evidence relating to the refectory itself. Despite this the level of the floor was
established and footings for opposing engaged pillars were recorded. These would have supported an arcade,
separating the high end from the main hall. Following the Dissolution, not only the refectory but many of the
conventual buildings...
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