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Brand New Book ***** Print on Demand *****. A narrative which reads as easily as an historical novel, but is
faithful to facts. Daily Telegraph The story is worked out like a film scenario, with cameras switching from court
to street, from street to battlefield in a dramatic series. Mr. Aronson knows how to appeal to our visual
imagination. Spectator One can only greet with pleasure a book on a historically most fertile theme that may
be called a popular work of considerable appeal and relevance. History Today Mr. Aronson s style is clear and
eCective and not unduly overcoloured; while the portraits he draws of his unlucky protagonists are both
sensible and sympathetic. Financial Times We shall have a lot of 1870 this year but I shall be surprised if
anything is written which is much better than this. Books and Bookmen The year 1970 marks the centenary of
one of the great turning-points in world history: the outbreak of the Franco-Prussian war and the resulting
downfall of the French Second Empire. For centuries, until the debacle of 1870, France had been mistress of
Europe and Paris the capital of the civilized world. Then suddenly, in a matter of weeks, culminating in the
Prussian victory at Sedan, the centre of European gravity swung from Paris to Berlin; Germany became the
dominant country on the Continent and it took two of the greatest wars mankind has ever known to oust her
from this position. Under its creator, the romantic, inscrutable Napoleon III ( a sphinx without a riddle , said
Bismarck), and his beautiful Empress, Eugenie, the Empire had known eighteen years of luxury, pleasure,
recklessness and gaiety, of gallantry and incomparable elegance ....
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